Use of muscle flap to cover infections of the carotid artery after carotid endarterectomy.
Wound infection after carotid endarterectomy is an extremely uncommon complication. This complication occurred in two of our patients in a series of 170 consecutive carotid endarterectomies over the last 3 years. There has been an increased use of prosthetic patch grafts to close carotid endarterectomy sites. However, the presence of infection in the setting of prosthetic graft material poses difficulties in management and may lead to life-threatening complications. Recent strategies for the management of wound infections (in cases where the artery/graft interface is intact) include the use of appropriate antibiotics, repeated wound debridement, and covering the tissue defect or the perigraft area with well-vascularized muscle flap. In this case report the use of sternocleidomastoid muscle flap as a coverage for the infected area is described. The use of sternocleidomastoid muscle flap helped control the infective process and secured the viability of the patched carotid arteries.